
Installation instructions for installing Chrome OS on the old Macbooks (White, Sharp-Edged). 

 

Skip to step 11 if you already have a USB key with the Image. 

 

To make the image, you must be on Windows, Mac, or ChromeOS. (No other Linux users, sorry.) 

1. Download the 32-bit image to flash @ https://www.neverware.com/freedownload/ 

2. Download the Chromebook Recovery Utility @ https://tinyurl.com/lljsl4o 

3. Unzip the 32-bit image, you should get a chromiumos_image.bin file (or something similar) 

4. Start up the Chromebook Recovery Utility via “chrome://apps”. A new window should appear. 

5. Click on the gear on the Upper Right of the Utility (Near the Minimize, Expand, and Close buttons) 

6. Select “Use Local Image” 

7. Select the previous image that you just unzipped. 

8. Use an 8 or 16GB USB Drive ONLY for this step, using something bigger results in invalid partitions, while something smaller results in lack of 

space errors. 

 a. Select the CORRECT drive to flash the image on. (All data on that drive will be lost.) 

9. Wait for the image to flash. (Go get a cup of coffee, it’ll take a bit. ~10-20min.) 

10. You now have your image. Let’s get started on the actual installation. 

 

Begin Installation Process. 

11. On the macbook, you will need to boot to USB. Turn off the macbook and hold ALT (Option) to boot to the EFI Menu. 

12. Select the External Drive (Imaged as a Yellow USB Drive) named EFI Boot. (NO other drives should be plugged in to minimize confusion) 

13. Wait for boot, you will briefly see “Welcome to GRUB!” for a moment, that is ok. 

14. You should end up eventually at a setup prompt. DO NOT SETUP as you are not installed. 

15. Click on the Status Menu on the Lower Right, and select “Install CloudReady.” 

16. A menu should pop up, click continue. 

17. Under installation type, select “Install CloudReady Standalone” 

18. Go get another cup of coffee. This will take a while (~15-30 min), the computer should shutdown after it’s finished. 

19. AFTER the system has shutdown, unplug the USB drive and reboot. It should automatically reboot into ChromeOS without the USB drive if 

everything is done correctly. 
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